
January 15, 2012 
Where are You Pitching Your Tent?     
Genesis 13:1-13 (NLT) 
     
Genesis 12:1 
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your native country… and go 
to the land that I will show you.  

 
God called Abram, whose name God later changed to Abraham, telling him to leave his 
native country.  Abraham obeyed and headed for Canaan.  Abraham also brought his 
wife Sarah, and his nephew Lot with him.   
     
Genesis 12:5-8,10 
They arrived in Canaan, eventually traveling south to a place between Bethel and Ai; 
where Abraham built an altar and worshipped the Lord.  But at that time a severe 
famine struck Canaan and Abraham left Canaan and went down to Egypt.   
 
When they were at the border of Egypt Abraham said to his wife, Sarah, “Look you are 
a very beautiful woman, when the Egyptians see you they are going to take you and kill 
me.”  So, to save his neck, Abraham lied and told the Egyptians that she was his sister.  
She was taken into Pharaoh’s palace and Pharaoh gave Abraham many gifts.  But 
because Sarah was taken by Pharaoh into his palace, plagues came upon Pharaoh and 
his household.  So Pharaoh realized Abraham had lied, and told him to, “take your wife 
“and get out of here!”    

 
Are you with me so far?  God tells Abraham to go to Canaan, Abraham gets there, 
dedicates an altar to the Lord and worships the Lord there in a place between Bethel and 
Ai.  But when a famine hits Canaan, he leaves and goes to Egypt where he lies about his 
wife, and stays there until forced out by Pharaoh.  We pick up the story in …     
 
Genesis 13:1-13 (NLT) 
So Abram left Egypt and traveled north … along with his wife and 
Lot and all that they owned. (Abram was very rich in livestock, 
silver, and gold.) … they continued traveling by stages toward 
Bethel, and they pitched their tents between Bethel and Ai, where 
they had camped before. This was the same place where Abram 
had built the altar, and there he worshiped the LORD again.   
 
Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy 
… But the land could not support both Abram and Lot with all their 
flocks and herds living so close together. So disputes broke out 
between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot … Finally Abram said to 
Lot, "Let's not allow this conflict to come between us or our 
herdsmen. After all, we are close relatives! The whole countryside 



is open to you. Take your choice of any section of the land you 
want, and we will separate. If you want the land to the left, then 
I'll take the land on the right. If you prefer the land on the right, 
then I'll go to the left." 
 
Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley… The 
whole area was well watered everywhere … (This was before the 
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) Lot chose for himself the 
whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went there with his 
flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. So 
Abram settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to a 
place near Sodom and settled among the cities of the plain. But 
the people of this area were extremely wicked and constantly 
sinned against the LORD. 
 
Where are you pitching your tent? 
 

1. Is your tent pitched in Egypt?   
 
God calls Abraham telling him, “go to the land that I will show you.”  Abraham goes 
there and worships the Lord; but when trouble comes, a famine, Abraham leaves and 
goes down to Egypt.     
 
Is that where your tent is pitched right now?  God calls you to follow Him and you do 
until trouble comes.  When you’re faced with problems, and feeling emotionally 
stressed it is so easy to revert back to old sins, idols that replace God that you rely on to 
get you through.  As long as everything is going your way, as long as God is blessing 
the way you want Him to, you will stay in the land God has shown you, but when 
trouble, problems, or spiritual famine comes – it’s off to Egypt! - Where you get back 
into old, bad habits.     
 
God loves you and wants you back in fellowship with Him.  He sent terrible plagues 
upon Pharaoh until Pharaoh forced Abraham to leave Egypt.  What does God have to do 
to force you out of Egypt so you will head back to where He wants you to be?  
  
Genesis 13:3 
They continued traveling by stages toward Bethel. 

 
Sometimes you have to come back to the Lord in stages too.  Repentance and 
forgiveness can come in an instant, but you don’t immediately get back to where you 
once were with the Lord.  You may have to come back in stages, that’s okay, as long as 
you are headed in the right direction.  If your tent is pitched in Egypt and you are back 
into some old, sinful habits, ask God to forgive you right now and start the journey back 
to where He wants you.       



         
2. Is your tent pitch between Bethel and Ai?   

 
    Genesis 13:3 
They pitched their tents between Bethel and Ai, where they had 
camped before.  
 
Bethel = “House of God”   
Ai = “Ruin” 
 
They pitched their tents between the House of God and Ruin.  That’s where many are 
camped today also; someplace between the house of God and ruin.  They are sitting on 
a fence, they are balancing on a thin beam, and it’s a very uncomfortable place to be.  
It’s a place of danger, guilt, shame, frustration and lack of power.  They know they 
should be more committed to God, but worldliness has a strong hold.  Let me tell you 
it’s a road to ruin.  You have to be committed to one or the other to the Lord Jesus or 
the world, to the House of God, or the house of ruin.   
 
When Paul was converted Jesus told him:   

  
Acts 26:17-18 

I am sending you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they 
may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to 
God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given 
a place among God's people, who are set apart by faith in me.'  

 
And on one of Paul’s missionary journeys we read:  
   
Acts 19:1-2 NIV 
Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. 
There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 

They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit."  

 
Whenever someone is failing in their Christian experience it is almost always because 
they have never received anything.  The way you know that you are saved is that you 
have received something from Jesus Christ.  Some have had their eyes opened to what is 
darkness and what is light, but have received nothing.  When you are born again, and 
there is a spiritual regeneration – you know you have received something from the 
Almighty God as a gift.  It is not about being convinced, or understanding in your mind, 
or making a vow; you know you have received something from Jesus which is the 
forgiveness of sins.  And having this wonderful gift is followed with a second work of 
God’s Grace, sanctification or being set apart for God alone.  This is when you 



deliberately give up the rights to yourself to Jesus and identify entirely with Him for 
you have received the Holy Spirit.   
 
Is your tent pitched between Bethel and Ai, between God and the world?  Receive the 
Holy Spirit and power to love God and others, pitching your tent in the house of God.      
 
Don’t be like Lot (v10-13) 
Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley… The 
whole area was well watered everywhere … Lot chose for himself 
the whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went there with 
his flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. 
So Abram settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to 
a place near Sodom and settled among the cities of the plain. But 
the people of this area were extremely wicked and constantly 
sinned against the LORD. 
 

3. Is your tent pitched near Sodom?   
 
Lot took a long look. Be careful of those long looks.  Like seed that falls among thorns, 
the worries of this life and the lure of wealth will suffocate spiritual life.  The land looks 
good and it’s a wide road that leads to it, but it’s the road to destruction.  Lot moved his 
tents to an area where there was extreme wickedness and constant sinning against the 
Lord.  He pitched his tent near Sodom, do you know what happened to Sodom and the 
people in Sodom?  Yes, completely destroyed.  Lot moved his tents to a place near 
Sodom, but Abraham settled in the land of Canaan, the place God wanted Him to be.  
Don’t move closer to worldliness and sin, but settle where God wants you to be.   
 
Where are you pitching your tent?  Where will you settle in?  In the House of God, in 
the place of ruin, or someplace in between?  Receive from God, and come back home.   


