
12-9-12 – Prepare the Way – Mal. 3:1-4 

Anticipate the King – An Advent Experience 

This is the second week of Advent and the second in the series of 
messages for our Advent Experience this year.  This week’s theme 
is Anticipate the King.  The readings will align with that theme.  

Today’s text is found in the last book of the Old Testament.  It is 
one of my favorite books since it was written by the only Italian 
prophet in the Bible – Malachi    This book fits well with our  series 
this year called Anticipate.  If you look at the end of each major 
section of the Bible you might notice that each ends with an 
anticipation of something great to come – it’s no accident.   

The Torah (Heb.) – the Law of Moses - or the Pentateuch (Gr.) ends 
with the anticipation of entering into the Promised Land – receiving 
God’s promise to His people. 

The Old Testament in our Christian Bible ends with the book of 
Malachi and leaves the people anticipating the coming Messiah – 
receiving the promise to God’s people. 

The Hebrew Bible ends with Chronicles and also ends with 
anticipation of a promise from God.  

Even our New Testament ends with the anticipation of the return of 
Christ in the book Revelation.   

Anticipation is a good thing since it helps us focus and prepares to 
receive God’s promises.  Advent is a time of anticipation as well.  
Often we focus only on the birth of Christ during Advent, but there 
is more to it than that.  Our Anticipate series this year will help us 
realize and focus not only on Christmas and the birth of our Savior, 
but on the reality of His coming again and being spiritually 
prepared for that promise of God to be fulfilled. 

It’s not easy to keep these two events in balance.  We usually 
perceive Advent as merely a time to count down the days to 
Christmas.  At best we try to prepare spiritually for the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth and not become caught up in all the worldly glitter of 
the season and the presents, food, family visits, and the like.  Not 
much time is spent assessing where we are spiritually preparing for 
Jesus’ promised return as the Righteous Judge. 
 



Our text for today focuses on preparation, purification and 
judgment.   

Let’s read Malachi 3:1-4 (NIV) 

Malachi is writing at a time in history when the Israelites returned 
from captivity.  Ezra and Nehemiah were contemporaries and had 
completed their restoration efforts of returning to the Law and 
rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem.  However, the people had 
lapsed from their devotion to God and had slipped into spiritual 
decline.  Malachi is bringing a word of preparation to the people of 
Israel then, those to follow in preparation for the coming Messiah, 
and even to our future to the second coming of Jesus in power and 
great glory.  God’s Word is timeless and powerful.  His promises 
never fail.  If Jesus came as foretold at his first coming, He will 
come again as foretold at His second coming.  In light of this fact, 
we should prepare ourselves for His appearing at any time.  

 

Malachi is the last prophetic voice to the people for the next 400+ 
years.  During this time of silence from God, many lose their faith in 
His promises.  It is difficult to remain steadfast when there is no 
affirmation or encouragement.  Have you ever felt the Lord has 
abandoned you after you have been waiting for his promise to you 
to come to pass?  How do we stay focused during these times?  

Malachi’s book ends referring to Moses and Elijah (the Law and the 
Prophets).  It is interesting that these two were with Jesus at the 
transfiguration – confirming that Jesus is Messiah as foretold.  

4:5 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 
day of the Lord comes. 

Jesus told his disciples, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore 
all things.  But, I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did 
not recognize him, … Then the disciples understood that He 
was talking to them about John the Baptist.”   (Mt. 17:11-13) 

As we look at our text we see two messengers declared (three if we 
consider Malachi himself as a messenger of the LORD).  Malachi, 
speaking for the LORD God says, “See, I will send MY messenger 
who will prepare the way before ME.”  - “says the LORD Almighty.  



We know the one who came to prepare the way before the Lord was 
John the Baptist – He prepared the way for Messiah to come for the 
forgiveness of sin.   

 

1b - Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his 
temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come. 

Our second messenger is Jesus Christ.  Jesus came to usher in a 
new covenant in his blood.  (Mt. 26:28).  

The people then, as people now, forgot the basic concept of their 
existence… 

 

1:2 – I have loved you, says the Lord – But … 

Seven times the people ask God – HOW?  Prove it! 

In our text in Ch. 3 we read a great prophecy of the coming 
Messiah.  The people are clueless.  They have nothing to measure 
against.  Malachi is seeing 400+ years into the future and doesn’t 
realize this himself.  But this is what he realizes:  

“The Lord will take care of this.  He will send someone who will 
wake you up, one who will tell you the truth.  He will be a refiner’s 
fire.  He will burn through all the hypocrisy and superficiality of 
your righteousness.  Like strong soap, He will cleanse you and set 
things right.  You will be able to recognize Him because a 
messenger will go before Him to prepare the way, and then He will 
suddenly come to His temple.”  (Adventuring the Bible, p. 468). 

How could they regain their trust and faith in the Lord to bring forth 
justice on their behalf?  Their religion has become stale and useless.  
They were no longer acting in righteousness, but in ritual only.  God 
was not pleased and in v. 5 He says, “So I will come near to you 
for judgment.”  

We need to take our eyes off people and keep them on the Lord.  
Evil people “seem” to prosper and succeed, but God is in control.  
The only way back to pleasing the Lord is through repentance… 

 



Several years ago the Peanuts comic strip had Lucy and Charlie 
Brown practicing football. Lucy would hold the ball for Charlie’s 
placekicking and then Charlie would kick the ball. But every time Lucy 
held the ball for Charlie, he would approach the ball and kick with all 
his might. At the precise moment of the point of no return, Lucy would 
pick up the ball and Charlie would kick and his momentum would 
cause him to fall flat on his back. This strip opened with Lucy holding 
the ball, but Charlie Brown would not kick the ball. Lucy begged him to 
kick the ball.  

Charlie Brown said, "Every time I try to kick the ball you remove it 
and I fall on my back." They went back and forth for the longest time 
and finally Lucy broke down in tears and admitted, "Charlie Brown I 
have been so terrible to you over the years, picking up the football like 
I have. I have played so many cruel tricks on you, but I’ve seen the 
error of my ways! I’ve seen the hurt look in your eyes when I’ve 
deceived you. I’ve been wrong, so wrong. Won’t you give a poor 
penitent girl another chance?" Charlie Brown was moved by her 
display of grief and responded to her, "Of course, I’ll give you another 
chance." He stepped back as she held the ball, and he ran. At the last 
moment, Lucy picked up the ball and Charlie Brown fell flat on his 
back. Lucy’s last words were, "Recognizing your faults and actually 
changing your ways are two different things, Charlie Brown!" 

(Sermon Central – Illustrations – Contributed by Jeeva Sam) 

Repentance – purification – These are hard words to embrace.  We 
think of them in the negative sense only, and certainly we need to 
act in repentance when we fail, but this should be a normal way of 
life for the Christian.  We need to constantly recognize our 
shortcomings in the eyes of God.  There is always room for 
repentance and further purification.   

v. 2 – But who can endure the day of his coming?  Who can 
stand when he appears? 

The people built anticipation, but the prophet spoke God’s sobering 
words of warning and reality.  Who can endure?  Who can stand?  
Messiah would bring vindication and exoneration for the righteous, 
but also condemnation and judgment for the wicked.  We can see 
now that the prophetic word was speaking about two advents at the 
same time.  We see the coming birth of Christ and His earthly 
ministry, and also His second coming as Righteous Judge.  

 



The day of His coming - - The day of the Lord… 

“The day of the Lord is any day God steps into history to do a 
special work.”  Our text speaks of purification and judgment. 

Jesus’ coming in judgment will be like: two purifying agents…  

A Refiner’s fire – a metal worker would heat the precious metals 
with fire until they are molten.  As a liquid state the impurities will 
float to the top to be skimmed of, leaving only the pure metal 
behind.  

Launderer’s Soap – the strong alkali would remove even the 
toughest stains from white cloth – making it pure and clean.  

Jesus will purify the latter-day Levites so they will be unstained and 
shine like gold and silver – cleansed so they can be acceptable to 
God once again.  Levites were the priests of Israel.  In N.T. times, 
the church – you and I – are priests.  This is symbolic of a cleansed 
and sanctified church at His second coming (1 Pt. 2:5; Rev. 1:6).  

1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 

Rev. 1:6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

In order for us to serve God and bring him glory, we must be 
purified.  This can be a painful process at the time, but we should 
see the progress along the way too. Are you completely pleasing to 
God right now? – All the time? 

I want to read a FaceBook post (with permission from the author) 
that fits in well with what our text is saying to us today… 

“On a whim I scrolled all the way down to the very bottom of my 
FaceBook Timeline and realized that it's been four years to the day 
that I joined this site just so I could see a picture of my friend with 
long hair. On the way to the bottom I got to revisit all the 
friendships I’ve built, the things I've done, the places I've been to, 
and just about everything else I've been through. I can't help but 
reflect on the past four years that are only partially represented by 
my Timeline. I've had my share of incredible highs, but I've also had 



plenty of time in the fire. In many aspects these past four years felt 
like someone threw me in a furnace and turned the thermostat all 
the way up. Though I experienced many times of uneasiness, 
anguish, and/or pain, what I didn't realize at the time was that I was 
being purified. God decided it was time to really begin building a 
better me. He kept me from going too far down the wrong path, 
shutting doors that I wasn't supposed to go through - then welding 
them shut. He helped me leverage my strengths and "manage" my 
weaknesses. In the process I have become a better son, brother, 
cousin, friend, coworker, and servant of the Most High. Thanks to 
all of you for sticking by me. You've made the trials a lot easier. 
He's not done yet, so I can expect a lot more heat in my life, but I 
know who will bring me through it and see me through to 
completion.” 

(FaceBook post:  Frank Donato – 12/7/12 – Used by permission) 

Purification?  It isn’t easy and many times it’s uncomfortable or 
even humiliating, but if it is of God, we can’t lose.  

Last week I deeply hurt someone I love and care for dearly.  I can’t 
take back what was said and how it was said, but it ripped me apart 
when I was informed of the hurt. I have apologized to the individual 
and asked forgiveness. Pastor Jerry and John later “counseled” me 
about the issue.  We are human beings and not as much like God as 
we think.  When I sin against God, I can be remorseful and ask for 
forgiveness, and I know he forgives and chooses to forget.  
However, with people, we can do the same procedure, but people 
don’t really forget, we just push things out of our present mind and 
into the background (if we’re lucky).  I explained it as if my offense 
is like driving a nail into a piece of wood that is the other person’s 
life and feelings.  I can say I’m sorry and ask for forgiveness.  This 
may help remove the nail, but the hole is still there and takes 
forever to close up, if at all.  I know, only in the Lord – there is 
reconciliation in situations like this, but there is a lot of human stuff 
in play there. 

I always think of repentance as asking forgiveness with a promise 
that I will change and not do it again, but that puts all the change in 
my own strength.  In my experience this week, God has shown me 
that my real problem is not what occurred necessarily, but a deeper 
issue that He and I need to work on together.   



The situation was merely the manifestation of this deeper issue.  In 
order for me to really change, I need His constant help, my 
admittance of my need for Him to change me, and even the help 
and prayers of others to steer me and keep me on track. 
Repentance is not always as easy as we might think. 

 

Think of a husband and wife in a car, the wife tells her husband to turn 
right at the next junction and by mistake, he turns left. When he 
realizes what he has done, he says to his wife “I’m sorry love, I went 
the wrong way.” But if that is all he does, it isn’t enough. His saying 
sorry isn’t getting them any closer to where they want to be; it isn’t 
even stopping them getting further away. To get where they want to 
be, he needs to stop the car, turn it around and go back on to the 
correct road that his wife told him to take in the first place. That is 
repentance. 

(Semon Central – Illustrations – Contributed by Steve Gladwell) 

 

What are you anticipating this Advent season 2012?  Are you 
thinking about the coming of Christmas or even what that means in 
terms of the birth of Jesus – God coming to us in the flesh?  Have 
you really given any thought to anticipating Jesus return as Judge?  
Are you ready for that appearing?  What is your spiritual condition 
right now at this moment in your life?  Is there room for 
improvement?  There should always be.  That is where repentance 
comes into play.  It doesn’t have to be for some major sin in your 
life; it is just the realization that you are not all he wants you to be, 
and then doing something about it.  He loves us and wants us to be 
in a right relationship with him all the time – righteousness.  Jesus 
came the first time to provide that for us if we trust in him.  Now we 
await anxiously his second coming when he will purge the world of 
evil and usher us into his kingdom forever.  Are you ready? 

Anticipate the King? 

Now – during this Christmas season – And every day as we wait for 
his glorious appearing, when he comes again in power and glory.  

 


