
June 2, 2013  
The Christian Movement      
Acts 1:1-5, 8-14, 21-22 
 

In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further 

instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after his crucifixion, he 
appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that 
he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 

4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, "Do not leave 

Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 
John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit."  

 
Acts 1:8-14 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be 
my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, 
in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and 

they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two 

white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why 
are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into 
heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!" 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance 

of half a mile. 13 When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house 

where they were staying…14 They all met together and were constantly united in 
prayer…. 

 
Acts 1:21-22 (& Peter said) 

21 "…we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were 

with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus— 22 from the time he 
was baptized by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join 
us as a witness of Jesus' resurrection." 

 
There are critical truths that empowered the Christian Movement to increase its number 
from 25,000 in the first century to 20,000,000 in the fourth century, to our present-day 
global community of Christians (some say over 2.1 billion worldwide claim to be 
Christian).   
 
These profound and necessary truths that would grow the Christian Church were 
seared into the hearts and minds of the Apostles by Jesus in the 40 days between His 
resurrection and ascension.   
 



These truths led to what could be considered the greatest miracle and movement of all 
time.  Today we must re-capture and revive that same movement. The fact is that the 
Acts 1 strategy and truth are just as relevant and critical 21 centuries later.  So, what 
are these truths necessary to the Christian Movement?     
 

1. The Christian Movement is All About Jesus 
 
It seems obvious and not even necessary to say it, but we need to:  If the Christian 
movement is to continue to grow, if our church or any local church is going to grow, we 
must exalt Jesus.  It has to be all about Jesus.  Do you know that in some churches it is 
not about Jesus Christ.  We get our name, “Christian” because we are supposed to be 
followers of Christ.  It has to be all about Jesus.  Why?  Because…      

 
a. Jesus gives instruction and commands – He gives the orders (v1-2)  
 
Jesus gave … his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 
 
(v4) Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, "Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 
 
The Christian movement is all about Jesus because Jesus is Sovereign; Jesus is Lord.  
He commands, we obey, He instructs, we follow.  Why?  Why is it about Jesus, why do 
we obey and follow Him?  Because…     
 
b. Jesus “suffered and died…and had been raised from death” (v3)  
 
During the forty days after his crucifixion, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, 
and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them 
about the Kingdom of God. 
 
It was Jesus who went to the cross and was crucified for the sins of the world.  Without 
Him there would be no forgiveness of sin, no chance of eternal life.  Salvation comes no 
other way; no other name has been or will be given to us by which we can be saved, 
only this one. (THE MESSAGE).      
     
Acts 4:12 
There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which 
we must be saved." 
 
Not only is He the One Who suffered and died for us, but He alone is the only  
spiritual leader that was raised from the dead.  The grave could not keep Him in its grip.   
Three days after His death He arose and for the next 40 days He appeared to the 
apostles, and at one point was seen by more than 500 of His followers all at the same 



time.  And as if that wasn’t enough He proved to the apostles in many ways that He was 
alive.   

 
The apostles spread the truth of Christ because they had seen him after he rose from 
the grave! If Jesus had not truly risen from the dead, then nothing that proceeds from 
this point on in the book of Acts (or the New Testament for that matter) would make any 
sense or make any difference in people's lives.    
 
The Christian movement didn’t grow because the apostles had seen Jesus die, but 
because they saw Him alive after His death on a cross.   
 
The Christian movement is all about Jesus because Jesus suffered, died, and was  
raised from death.  And it is all about Jesus because …    
 
c. Jesus says, “you will tell everyone about me” (v8) 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere 
  
Jesus is the message.  Jesus coming to earth, His live on earth, His dying, and rising 
from the dead, is the message.  The good news of salvation in Him is the message. And 
He gives this salvation to everyone, … 
         
John 3:16 
"For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 
 
By believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.  
 
The Christian movement is all about Jesus, because He alone gives life, He is love, 
which is why He said tell everyone about Me.   
 
The Christian Movement is about Jesus because after His death and resurrection…   
 
d. Jesus ascended to his throne (v9)  
After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could 
no longer see him.  
 

After giving the important charge to tell everyone about Him, He was taken up into a  
cloud while they were watching, to His heavenly home.  The cloud symbolized the glory 
of God.  The Ascension of Jesus confirmed that He is God, who ascended to His throne 
in heaven. 
 
And there is one more reason why the Christian Movement is all about Jesus, because 
 



e. Jesus is coming back to earth again (v10-11) 
 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood 
among them.  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why are you standing here staring into 
heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from 
heaven in the same way you saw him go!" 
   
Exalt Jesus, make Him the Lord (Master), first in your life.  The Christian movement will 
grow when it is all about Jesus, when it is about seeking Him in prayer, in His Word, in 
Worship, by obeying Him, because He died, rose, ascended, and will return.   
 

2. The Christian Movement is Empowered by the Holy Spirit  
 

a. Even Jesus relied on the Holy Spirit  
we read (v2) that Jesus gave, “instructions through the Holy Spirit.”   
 

b. All Christians must seek and wait on God’s power (v4)  
"Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you 
before. 
 
c. Movement-generating mission and ministry are preceded by communion with God by 
the Holy Spirit (v14)  
They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, 
 
The Christian Movement, if it is to continue, if it is to grow and remain strong, it must be 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.  This means that Christians must wait in prayer until …  

 longing to be filled becomes their dominant desire 
 consecration is complete and they are fully committed to the will of God 
 have faith for the fulfillment of the promise to be filled and empowered.    
 

Why? Because…  
 
3. The Christian Movement is Carried in the Hearts of Common People  
a. The apostles regularly met together for prayer (v14)  
When Jesus ascended He sent the Holy Spirit who would be in believers empowering 
them for the mission of sharing Christ’s message with the world.  He still works through 
ordinary common people, like you and me who have been with Jesus because they wait 
in prayer for the filling and power of the Holy Spirit and then go out and make other 
disciples.     
 
The Christian movement has always meant that …   
 
b. Constant recruitment and discipleship were essential (v21-22) 



 "So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were with 
us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus— from the time he was 
baptized by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join us as 
a witness of Jesus' resurrection." 
 


