
September 1, 2013 
Jesus Is Alive! 
Acts 25:17-19 
 
When we last left off in the arrest of Paul, Pastor Nick spoke of Paul going before Felix 
the Governor of Judea.  Felix was succeeded by Porcius (POUR shih us) Festus.  
Festus wasted no time, three day after his arrival in Caesarea to take over his new 
position as Governor he went to Jerusalem.  There the leading priests and other leaders 
made their accusations against Paul.  They asked a favor of Festus to transfer Paul to 
Jerusalem.  Even though 2 years have passed they had not given up on looking for a 
way to kill Paul.  A conspiracy that started with about 40 men had expanded to all the 
leaders in Jerusalem.  But Festus told them he was returning to Caesarea where Paul 
was being held and the accusers were welcome to return with him and make their case.   

 Between a week to a week and a half later Festus returned to Caesarea and the 
following day took his seat in the court and ordered Paul to be brought in.  The Jewish 
leaders made some serious accusations they couldn’t prove and Paul denied the 
charges.   

Festus, being a new governor, wanting to start off on the right foot, so to please these 
leaders from Jerusalem he asked Paul if he would be will go stand trial before him in 
Jerusalem.  Paul said, “No! This is an official Roman court, try me right here. You know 
very well I am not guilty of these charges.  If I have done something worthy of death, I 
don't refuse to die. But if I am innocent, no one has a right to turn me over to these men 
to kill me. I appeal to Caesar!"  Which every Roman citizen had the right to do.  This 
didn’t mean he would actually go before the Emperor who at that time was Nero (Nero 
had not yet started to persecute Christians); But that he would be tried by the highest 
court, it would be like appealing to the Supreme Court today.  At least in Rome he could 
get a fair trial, which he would not get in Jerusalem.        
 
 Festus probably felt great relief as this gave him a way out of a difficult situation.  “Hey, 
he appealed to Caesar, he’s a Roman citizen, what can I do?  So, after speaking with 
his advisers replied, "Very well! You have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you will go!" 
 
A few days later King Agrippa arrived with his sister, Bernice, to honor the new 
governor, Festus.  This was Herod Agrippa II, Son of Herod Agrippa I.  While he was 
there, Festus discussed Paul's case with the king. 
 
This is the brief account Festus gives to King Agrippa, it’s our Scripture reading for  
today’s message: (Acts 25:17-19) I would like you to pay particularly attention to the last 
part of verse 19: 
 "When his accusers came here for the trial, I didn't delay. I called the case the very 
next day and ordered Paul brought in. But the accusations made against him weren't 



any of the crimes I expected. Instead, it was something about their religion and a dead 
man named Jesus, who Paul insists is alive.”   
  
(v19) NKJV 
(The accusers) had some questions against him about their own religion and about a 
certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.  
 
I want you to notice that the accusers had questions, but Paul had affirmation.  Doesn’t 
it seem that it is always like this?  Those against Christ and the cross question 
everything, but affirm nothing, while witnesses for the Lord care little about speculations 
but affirm and stand firm on facts that are revelations from God. Notice also that the 
accusers talked about religion, but Paul’s statements were about a person – a 
relationship with Jesus.  Paul magnifies Jesus.  What we have to share with people is 
not full of religion, but if full of Jesus.  
 
(v19) TLB 
It was …about someone called Jesus who died, but Paul insists is alive!  

 

These are the three phrases I want us to look at today, especially how they relate to our 
sharing of the gospel or the good News about Jesus.  And what you will notice is that 
Jesus is central to the message we share:   
 

1. Someone called Jesus  
2. Who died 
3. But Paul insists is alive!  
 

1. Someone called Jesus  
 
Festus mentions “someone called Jesus.”  To him Jesus is some obscure individual 
whom he knew nothing about, and could care even less about.  Sad to say, put today as 
well most politicians and other people considered great, important or famous know 
nothing of the King of Kings, He is merely someone called Jesus.  And not only people 
of fame, Jesus is little known to the ordinary person as well. 
 
It is amazing, that the incarnate God is not known.    
     
John 1:10-11 
 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn't recognize him. He came to 
his own people, and even they rejected him.  
 
The world which He made doesn’t know Him. The creator of everything seen and 
unseen came to His creation, and His own creation did not recognize Him.   
 
He came to His own nation, who had been studying the prophecies concerning Him. 
They studied those prophecies down to even the smallest detail, and yet, when He 



came, He who was the clear fulfillment of every one of those prophecies, they didn’t 
know him; for if they had known him, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  
 
His birth is the starting-point of our calendar and yet He is ignored.  His life was the 
most extraordinary life ever to be seen; and yet how little notice was taken of it!  
 
To most He is just someone called Jesus who died.  This is why we must keep on 
preaching Jesus Christ, because He is still so little known.  Most are as ignorant of 
Jesus as Festus was.  And as sad as it is that the unchurched don’t know Him, it is even 
sadder that there are people in places of worship who don’t know Him.  We call this a 
Christian country; but it is become more and more difficult to prove that it is so.  
 
I mean can we really come to that conclusion when we seriously observe the moral and 
religious conduct of our country?  Still today He is someone called Jesus that the world 
does not know.   
 

2. Jesus who died  
 
To many He is not just someone who once lived and then died and they could care less.  
It is worse than that, to many He is someone to be despised.  The cross is foolishness 
to them.  We should not be surprised when someone despises our Lord, it is nothing 
new.  Paul came across this and we still do today.   
 
When we speak to others of Christ we don’t hide the fact of His death.  It too is part of 
the Gospel message.  Festus said Jesus died, the Jews said Jesus died, well, Paul said 
it to.   
 
Wait a minute: Did our Leader, the One we worship die? Yes, He was crucified.  But 
don’t we believe He is divine? Yes, yet He died – God died for us.  It was no ordinary 
death though, His death is our victory!  He died as a sacrifice for our sin.  He took our 
sin and died to pay the penalty for our sins.  He died to rescue us from hell.   
 
Galatians 3:13 
But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on 
the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. 
 
To others Jesus is just some man who died and if He died and that was the end of it He 
would be just another man.  He would be just another religious leader.  And that would 
be it.  But, He is alive.  
 

3. Paul insists Jesus is alive! 
 
1 Cor. 15:17-20  
And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of 
your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! And if our hope in 
Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world.  But in fact, 



Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have 
died. 

 
Paul didn’t reason that Jesus is alive.  He didn’t argue for the resurrection.  He didn’t go 
about to prove it philosophically.  He didn’t say it was probable, or possible.  He just 
said it was so, because witnesses proved it.  There were two that saw Jesus on the 
road to Emmaus, there was Mary in the garden by the tomb, the Apostles saw Him, all 
eleven, at the same time, over 500 saw Him, and Paul saw Him.  These were all honest 
witnesses who were arrested, put in prison and even died on account of their 
statements. They had nothing whatsoever to gain, and everything to lose by their 
testimonies. They stated that Jesus, whom they knew to have been dead, had risen 
again, and had given clear proofs that He was alive. This corner-stone of our faith is 
sure and on it we take our stand and build our faith.   
 
We do not preach to you a dead Christ, but one who is able to save, because He lives 
forever.  Jesus died, Jesus rose again, Jesus is now alive.  
 
We do not need to see Jesus, nor to hear his voice, for we have the witness of a man 
like Paul, who was changed so remarkable by what he saw.  Yet, we have the testimony 
of our own life.  Our entire being was transformed too by Jesus.  We may not have seen 
Him yet, but we experience Him every day by His Holy Spirit.  I have not heard an 
audible voice, although at times He has spoken so clearly it seemed audible.    
 
Jesus is alive! Dwell on that thought.   
Jesus is alive: He forgive us, He comforts us, leads us, guides us, He is with us, He 
communes with us, He helps us, He intercedes for us, He empowers us, He keep us, 
He gives us life, He has secured heaven for us, He is preparing a place for us, He is 
coming for us.   
 
We don’t preach a dead Christ, how could He save us completely, how could He give us 
His Holy Spirit, how could give eternal life, if He were not alive?   
 
Jesus has made Himself known to us.  Maybe at one time to us He was just someone 
named Jesus who died, but no more.  We know Him, we have a relationship with Him.   
 
He is Alive, He is divine that’s what we get from the resurrection it proves His deity.  
And another thing because He has been raised we too shall be raised.  All those in 
Christ will be resurrected to eternal life.      
 
 Is the Lord really here?  Then let us pray that He will let us personally realize His 
transcendent, majestic Presence.  Let us pray to serve Him with our whole being.  Is the 
Lord with you this very moment? Speak to Him in the silence of your heart, renew your 
dedication to be the Lord’s forever.   
 
Who is on the side of the living Christ?  Confess your Lord, share your faith, take up  
your cross, and be living servants of the living Jesus.  


