
09-08-13   Share Your Testimony 
       Acts 26:1-32 

 
How often to you find or take the opportunity to share your faith with others?  How 
do you go about it?  Does it cause anxiety or fear to even think about that?  Let’s look 
at Paul’s approach as we continue in the book of Acts – chapter 26.   
 
In the previous chapter, Paul becomes fed up with the bogus trial process he’s been 
subjected to and appeals to Caesar in Rome.  He wants to take this all the way to the 
top court in the empire – pretty bold, I’d say.  Festus, the new governor, agrees.  
 
25:13 – A few days later King Agrippa and his wife, Bernice, visited Caesarea to 
welcome Festus to his new post. 
 
King Herod Agrippa II came from a long line of royalty starting with Herod the 
Great.  All had moral issues and other weaknesses.  This King Agrippa was married 
to his sister, Bernice.  He was of Jewish background, appointed King of the Jews by 
Rome, and was very familiar with Jewish customs and controversies.  
 
Festus needs to write a letter to Caesar to accompany Paul as he is sent to Rome for 
his appeal.  He asks King Agrippa for assistance in writing this letter.  Festus couldn’t 
send Paul to the highest court in the land without substantiating the charges in 
writing.  Agrippa wants to hear Paul for himself.  The next day, a gathering is formed 
in the great auditorium. King Agrippa and his entourage and several important 
people enter with great fanfare to listen to Paul defend himself against the charges.  
 
READ:   ACTS 26 
 
Our chapter opens in the auditorium, and King Agrippa gives Paul the floor to speak 
in his own defense.  Paul, an excellent orator, and being led by the Holy Spirit, begins 
to tell his story.   
 
This is the longest of Paul’s defense speeches, and we have to remember who his 
main audience is – King Agrippa – a Jew familiar with all this Jesus stuff that has 
been growing for over 30 years to be a substantial number of believers.  This is 
exactly what Paul was hoping for during his 2 years of imprisonment.  This was his 
chance to clear himself of the false charges and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus to 
everyone. 
 
Festus had already declared that Paul was not guilty of any civil crimes, so Paul 
focused on the religious aspects of the accusations.  So after a customary and 
respectful greeting to King Agrippa, Paul begins to share his testimony.   
 
 
 



Every Christian has a testimony – every one.  When you think of sharing your faith 
in Jesus, do you consider simply and respectfully just sharing your testimony?  I 
challenge you to develop a short and long version of how your life has been affected 
by your personal encounter with Jesus Christ. That is your testimony.   
 
There is nothing more powerful you can say for the Lord than your personal story of 
where you came from and where you are because of Jesus.  You can memorize 
Scripture, quote the prophets, learn theology and fancy Christian terminology, but 
the most powerful thing you can share with others is your testimony.   
 
Rev. 12:10-11 – Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens,  
“It has come at last – salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the 
authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been 
thrown down to earth – the one who accuses them before our God day and night.   
And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony.  
And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.”  
 
Even though Paul is speaking in a court environment, he is engaged in a spiritual 
battle against the accuser of the brethren.  The most powerful defense he has is his 
testimony.  No one can refute your testimony – it’s your story.  They may or may not 
accept Jesus by what you share, but they cannot say anything against what you are 
sharing that has happened to you – it’s experiential as well as factual.  They can say, 
“That’s good for you, but I don’t believe.”  That’s fine, and we need to give them that 
latitude.  It’s up to them if they believe or not.  We are to just be obedient and 
truthful as we share our experience of how Jesus has affected our life. 
 
In a cartoon a crusader is riding a horse and carrying a big shield with a cross on it.  
He is thrusting a spear down on the throat of this guy on the ground who’s saying,  
“Tell me more about this Christianity.  I’m terribly interested.” 
      EM Griffin – The Mind Changers 
 
I know people like this.  They can’t let go.  They are trying to force people to believe, 
and they feel everyone must evangelize this way.  I think that more times than not, 
this is not operating in the Spirit, but by brute strength of the individual’s 
personality.  Some people are just bold – bold about politics, bold about sports, very 
forceful in trying to convince everyone of their point of view – even about faith.  
 
What does Paul do?  He simply and respectfully tells them where he came from.  He 
tells about being trained as a Pharisee, the strictest sect, and how zealous he was for 
Israel and the traditions and rituals.  He fully believed the prophets and the Law, 
which taught about a resurrection, yet he couldn’t believe that Jesus was raised from 
the dead.  He actively and aggressively persecuted believers of this Way and even 
cast his vote for their execution.  He was on a rampage against Christianity.  
 
 
 



Paul was living a contradiction – he believed the prophets and yet denied the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  On one persecution mission in Damascus, 
Paul’s life was altered forever as he had an encounter with the risen Jesus on the 
road with his companions.  It’s interesting to me that Paul was not seeking Jesus or 
even praying to God to reveal if this Jesus was of Him or not.  He was on his hate 
mission against anyone who believed in Jesus’ resurrection, and now he was on trial 
for believing in the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Paul learned, through this personal encounter with Jesus, that the Christian message 
and the Jewish hope are inseparably related.  Through this encounter with the risen 
Jesus, Paul knew for a fact that Jesus is alive.  He would now testify about this fact 
everywhere he went or was taken – any time he could - even in a court with a king. 
 
Paul was called, or commissioned by Jesus.  Paul had no idea who called out to him 
from Heaven, so he asked, in v. 15, “Who are you, Lord?”  And the Lord replied, “I 
am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. – Now get to your feet! For I have 
appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness.  You are to tell the 
world what you have seen and what I will show you in the future.”  
 
Listen to this commissioning…  
Ez. 2:1-4 – Stand up, son of man, said the voice.  I want to speak with you.  The 
Spirit came into me as he spoke, and he set me on my feet.  I listened carefully to 
his words.  “ Son of man,” he said, “I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a 
rebellious nation that has rebelled against me.  They and their ancestors have 
been rebelling against me to this very day.  They are a stubborn and hard-
hearted people.  But I am sending you to say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says!’  And whether they listen or refuse to listen – for remember they are 
rebels – at least they will know they have had a prophet among them.” 
 
Doesn’t this sound very similar to Paul’s commissioning?   Or how about Jeremiah?  
 
Jer. 1:7-9 – The Lord replied, “Don’t say, I’m too young, for you must go wherever 
I send you and say whatever I tell you.  And don’t be afraid of the people, for I 
will be with you and will protect you.  I, the Lord, have spoken.” Then the Lord 
reached out and touched my mouth and said, “Look, I have put my words in your 
mouth!...”  
 
Christians today, as God’s servants and prophets, are called to the same kind of 
ministry.  Did you ever really consider that before?  You are called to the ministry of 
sharing your testimony wherever you can – in any circumstance – any where.  It 
should be natural.  Like Paul, we can work our faith in Jesus, as it has become real to 
us, into any conversation or situation.  Some may accept, and some may reject.   
 
 
 



As ambassadors for Christ, we need to have an ethical standard which guides our 
appeal, regardless of how people respond. 
I believe there is such a standard.  And, simply stated, it is this: Any persuasive effort 
that restricts another’s freedom to choose for or against Jesus Christ is wrong. 
      EM Griffin – The Mind Changers 
 
v. 19-23 – Paul continues by saying that all he has done is obey the vision from 
heaven and proclaim the message of Jesus to everyone starting right there in 
Damascus and anywhere he would travel.  This is his message, “All must repent of 
their sins and turn to God.”  They will prove the true change in their lives by how 
they in turn respond to God’s call to spread the Good News – How? – testimony!  
 
Paul further states that his message aligns with the prophets of old and the hope of 
Israel and all Jews, yet it is the Jews who are accusing him.  His message is what 
Moses and the prophets have always believed – “That Messiah would suffer and be 
the first to rise from the dead, and in this way announce God’s light to the Jews 
and Gentiles alike.” v. 23 
 
Well this sounds fine and reasonable, but we are looking at it from a Christian 
perspective.  Remember, the Jews did not believe the Messiah had come, and they 
still don’t.  The big offense about Jesus is that we accept him as Messiah, but they 
think of him as a Jewish man, possibly a prophet, that died and was buried, but not 
their Messiah, since he did not rescue Israel – politically.  Paul’s message (God’s 
message) is an offense to the Jews who hold to this view of Messiah.  
 
Look how Paul just rolls with the events that take place next in our text… 
 
Festus interrupts and says that Paul is insane – All this learning has clouded his 
mind and he is crazy.   
 
Paul takes this in stride (being led by the Spirit).  He respectfully disagrees 
proclaiming what he is saying is reasonable and totally sane.  He even calls Agrippa 
into this argument knowing that Agrippa knows all the details and even believes the 
prophets and Moses personally (but not publically).  He boldly questions Agrippa, 
“Do you believe the prophets?” - and he lets the King off the hook to have to answer 
publically – “I know you do.”   
 
Then Agrippa makes a sarcastic comment,  
“Do you think you can persuade me to become a Christian so quickly?” 
 
Paul comes right back stating how he hopes all in his hearing would believe and 
become like him – and lightly adds – Except for these chains.  This ends the session 
as Agrippa and company get up and leave the auditorium to discuss Paul’s case. 
 
 
 



They all agreed that Paul has done nothing deserving imprisonment or death.  Paul’s 
testimony has overcome the accusations and proclaimed the Gospel to the King as 
well.  The sad part of this story is that Paul’s testimony did not persuade the King to 
believe.  The King could not say anything against what Paul shared, but he didn’t buy 
in either.  That is what will happen to us too.  We can share our testimony and some 
will believe because of it and others will not.  It’s their decision and not a reflection 
on you or your ability to persuade.   
 
SHARE YOUR TESTIMONY 
 
Our mission is to share our testimony with others.  The rest is up to that individual 
and the Lord.  Don’t let anything stop you from sharing what God means to you.   
Remember, your testimony is the most powerful thing you can tell others.  You may 
not think you have a sensational story to tell, but it’s yours – no one can refute that. 
Be obedient and learn how to incorporate your testimony into everything you do. 
 


