
September 22, 2013 
“And So We Came To Rome”     
Acts 28:14: And so we came to Rome.  
 
A man was getting a haircut prior to a trip to Rome. He mentioned the 
trip to the barber who responded, "Rome? Why would anyone want to go 
there? It's crowded & dirty and full of Italians. You're crazy to go to Rome. 
So, how are you getting there?" 
 
"We're taking TWA," was the reply. "We got a great rate!" "TWA?" 
exclaimed the barber. "That's a terrible airline. Their planes are old, 
their flight attendants are ugly, and they're always late. So, where are 
you staying in Rome?" 
 
"We'll be at the downtown International Marriott." 
"That dump! That's the worst hotel in the city. The rooms are small, 
the service is surly and they're overpriced. So, whatcha doing when you get 
there?" 
 
"We're going to go to see the Vatican and we hope to see the Pope." 
"That's rich," laughed the barber. "You and a million other people 
trying to see him. He'll look the size of an ant. Boy, good luck on this lousy 
trip of yours. You're going to need it." 
 
A month later, the man again came in for his regular haircut. The 
barber asked him about his trip to Rome. "It was wonderful," explained the man, 
 
"not only were we on time in one of TWA's brand new planes, but it was 
overbooked and they bumped us up to first class. The food and wine were 
wonderful, and I had a beautiful 28 year old stewardess who waited on me 
 
hand and foot. And the hotel-it was great! They'd just finished a $25 
million remodeling job and now it's the finest hotel in the city. 
They, too, were overbooked, so they apologized and gave us the 
presidential suite at no extra charge!" 
 
"Well," muttered the barber, "I know you didn't get to see the pope." 
 
"Actually, we were quite lucky, for as we toured the Vatican, a Swiss 
 
Guard tapped me on the shoulder and explained that the pope likes to 
personally meet some of the visitors, and if I'd be so kind as to step 
into his private room and wait the pope would personally greet me. 
 
Sure enough, five minutes later the pope walked through the door and 
shook my hand! I knelt down as he spoke a few words to me." 



"Really?" asked the Barber. "What'd he say?" 
 
He said, "Where'd you get the terrible haircut?         
 
Today’s message is from Acts 28:14 which simply says, “And so we came to Rome.”  
And so we come to the end of our series of messages from the Book of Acts.       
 
Paul always had the desire to go to Roman  
The Prospect (of going to Rome)          
He wrote to the Roman Church or the Christians in Rome and said this:   
 
Romans 1:10-15 
 One of the things I always pray for is the opportunity, God willing, to come at last to see 
you. For I long to visit you so I can bring you some spiritual gift that will help you grow 
strong in the Lord.  When we get together, I want to encourage you in your faith, but I 
also want to be encouraged by yours. 
 
I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to visit you, but 
I was prevented until now. I want to work among you and see spiritual fruit, just as I 
have seen among other Gentiles. For I have a great sense of obligation to people in 
both the civilized world and the rest of the world, to the educated and uneducated alike.  
So I am eager to come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good News. 
 
And again in that letter he writes:  

 
Romans 15:23 
 But now I have finished my work in these regions, and after all these long years of 
waiting, I am eager to visit you.  
 
Paul wrote to the Romans while he was in Corinth.  For a long time Paul had planned to 
visit Rome.  Now the prospect is at last in sight.  However, he tells them that before he 
comes to them he must first go to Jerusalem.  A collection / offering had been taken for 
the poor among the believers in Jerusalem and Paul wanted to bring that gift to them 
before going to Rome.  With the presentation of this gift the work in the east which 
began in Antioch would be completed, and he would be free to move westward with the 
gospel.  Although eager to preach the Good News of Christ in Rome, the delivery of this 
offering was so important to him that he went to Jerusalem even in the face of 
threatened death.  We now know that his trip to Jerusalem began his long 
imprisonment.  This would not only delay him from getting to Rome, but must have 
made him wonder if he would ever get there at all.     
 
But for a long time Paul had the hope, the prospect of going to Rome, and then He got...   
     
The promise (of going to Rome) from Jesus Himself:   
 



While in Jerusalem Paul went into the Temple and soon a riot broke out.  They dragged 
Paul outside the Temple to kill him (I guess they thought it was okay to kill him, just not 
in the Temple- after all we have our morals).  The Roman Commander was told about 
the riot and ordered some soldiers to the scene.  When they saw the Roman soldiers 
coming they stopped beating Paul, but Paul was arrested.   
 
Eventually, the Roman Commander brought the Jewish High council together for Paul 
to face.  Paul realizing that the council was made up of Sadducees and Pharisees 
started another riot by shouting that he was on trial because of his hope in the 
resurrection of the dead.  You see the Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the 
dead, but the Sadducees did not.  A conflict between these two groups grew more and 
more violent until the commander had to order soldiers to rescue Paul from being torn 
apart by them.  Paul was taken back to the fortress where he was being held.  It was 
that night that Paul received this promise …    
 
Acts 23:11 
That night the Lord appeared to Paul and said, "Be encouraged, Paul. Just as you have  
been a witness to me here in Jerusalem, you must preach the Good News in Rome as 
well."  
 
The Lord appeared to Paul or literally, "stood by him".  The Lord had always been with 
Paul, but this night the Lord knew that Paul needed Him closer.  Ever experience that?  
Your situation may not have gotten better, but Lord felt nearer.   
 
So the Lord comes to encourage Paul.  He tells Paul to be encouraged and then gives 
him reason to be encouraged.  First, The Lord encourages Paul by telling him that he 
has been a faithful witness; and second, He gives Paul this promise — you must preach 
the Good News in Rome. The very thing Paul wanted and was eager to do.   
 
Yet, even though Paul had the prospect of going to Rome; and even though Paul had 
the promise from the Lord that he would go to Rome, it didn’t mean that it would be 
easy sailing for Paul.  Instead there would be …      
 
The Price (of going to Rome) 
 
Paul had for a long time wanted to preach in Rome.  But he would not have chosen this 
way of getting there: he was persecuted, beaten, arrested, tried, put in prison for two 
years, had a stormy voyage, a shipwreck, was bitten by a snack, and chained to a 
soldier to get his long-wished for goal.  “And so we came to Rome.”  By way of many 
trials “And so we came to Rome.”    
 
Yet, Paul never gave up on what he knew God wanted for him even if He didn’t like the 
way God was getting him there.  He did not turn from the God in him even though God’s 
way was hard.  He remained faithful to God in him, continued to trust and obey and 
“And so we came to Rome.”   
 



Even in Rome things were not as he had hoped and envisioned they would be, yet he 
continued to be a faithful servant of the Lord.  There are three examples of that, but first 
I want to look at v15: 

     
Acts 28:15 
 The brothers and sisters in Rome had heard we were coming, and they came to meet 
us… When Paul saw them, he was encouraged and thanked God. 

 
Paul receives a warm welcome from the Christians in Rome and through them he was 
encouraged and grateful to God.  Though our journey with God and for God may be 
difficult, God will bring encouragement along the way.  Many times the encouragement 
comes by way of our relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We were 
created for this kind of loving community.   
 
Now, let’s look at those examples of Paul’s faithfulness:     
              
Acts 28:17a, 20 
Three days after Paul's arrival, he called together the local Jewish leaders. He said to 
them, "… I asked you to come here today so we could get acquainted and so I could 
explain to you that I am bound with this chain because I believe that the hope of Israel—
the Messiah—has already come." 
 
First, within three days of his arrival, he called together Jewish leaders from local 
synagogues.  Paul was allowed to have his own private quarters, with a soldier 
assigned to guard him.  Since he could not go to them, he called these Jewish leaders 
to come to him.  He used the opportunity to declare his innocence to them, but his main 
purpose was to proclaim the Gospel to them.  But he was not satisfied with speaking 
only to the Jewish leaders.  So next it was arranged for Paul to speak to a large number 
of Jews.        
  
Acts 28:23-28 
 So a time was set, and on that day a large number of people came to Paul's lodging. 
He explained and testified about the Kingdom of God and tried to persuade them about 
Jesus from the Scriptures. Using the law of Moses and the books of the prophets, he 
spoke to them from morning until evening. Some were persuaded by the things he said, 
but others did not believe. And after they had argued back and forth among themselves, 
they left with this final word from Paul: "The Holy Spirit was right when he said to your 
ancestors through Isaiah the prophet, 
 

 'Go and say to this people: 
When you hear what I say, 
you will not understand. 
When you see what I do, 
you will not comprehend. 

 For the hearts of these people are hardened, 
and their ears cannot hear, 



and they have closed their eyes— 
so their eyes cannot see, 
and their ears cannot hear, 
and their hearts cannot understand, 
and they cannot turn to me 
and let me heal them.'  
 

 So I want you to know that this salvation from God has also been offered to the 
Gentiles, and they will accept it."  
 
In Paul’s quote from Isaiah 6: 9-10 we see the danger of religion.  Although the 
people he was speaking to knew about God, they did not know God personally.  They 
had God’s Word in their heads, but the Word had not gotten into their hearts.  Years 
of going through the motions made their hearts hard and numb to the truth; while 
thinking they were honoring God.  Ask the Holy Spirit to keep you open to the truth.          

 
  The third thing we read about Paul’s faithfulness is  
Acts 28:30-31 
For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who 
visited him, boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And no one tried to stop him. 
 
Paul remained in Rome, under guard for two years.  Yet, he did not complain or fall into 
despair.  He made the most of his situation.  He welcomed visitors and boldly 
proclaimed the Kingdom of God and the teaching about the Lord Jesus.   
 
Not only that but we know that while he was there he wrote what is called his prison 
letters, to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians. He also wrote personal letters, 
such as the one to Philemon.  
 
The book of Acts ends rather abruptly.  Maybe that’s because the book was not about 
Paul’s life, but about the spread of the Good News of Jesus Christ and that story has 
never ended.    
 
Tradition says that Paul was released after the two years of house arrest in Rome and 
remained faithful to God, though it never got easier for him.  He was arrested and 
imprisoned a second time.  This second time was more severe than his first 
imprisonment.  Yet, again faithfully serving the Lord.     
     
2 Timothy 2:8-9 
Always remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of King David, was raised from the 
dead. This is the Good News I preach. And because I preach this Good News, I am 
suffering and have been chained like a criminal. But the word of God cannot be 
chained.  
 



This time he did not have the freedom that he had the first time in Rome.  This time he 
is chained like a criminal, not with private lodging, but in a prison, a dungeon chained to 
a wall.  It is believed that this time he was condemned and executed (be headed) during 
the persecution of Christians under Roman Emperor Nero.  He knew he would be 
executed, yet he writes about… 
 
The Prize (not in Rome, on anywhere on earth, but in heaven) 
     
2 Timothy 4:6-8 
As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my 
death is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have 
remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me…And the prize is not just for me but for 
all who eagerly look forward to his appearing. 
 
Paul could calmly face death because he knew what was waiting for him – eternal life.  
“And so we came to Rome.” Or so we arrive at our final destination.   
 
Apart from God’s Spirit we are determined to reach two goals in life.  Goal #1 is for life 
to go well according to our ideas, preferences, and wants and what honors us.  Goal #2 
is to depend on our strategies that are under our control that promise to relieve both 
discomfort brought on by difficult circumstances and emotional suffering from unmet 
desires.   
 
Without new life from Christ we would live our life pursuing those two purposes.  And,  
even Christians who aim too low never discover the center of their souls where God  
lives.  The pursuit of superficial blessings, and pleasant feelings keeps us from getting 
to the core of our souls where God is and keeps us from realizing His purposes for us.   
 
There is God’s unexpected and undesirable ways of fulfilling our desires and His 
purposes.  But ultimately, regardless of the trials on the way, every obedient soul 
reaches God’s appointed destination. “And so we came to Rome.” This applies both to 
goals in this life and to our eternal destination.  We will be able to say, “And so we came 
to Rome.”  It will be through many difficulties and trouble, yet one day we will rejoice 
and say “and so we arrived.”        
   
 
 


