
September 29, 2013 
“Imitate God”  Part 1     
     
Ephesians 5:1-2 NLT 

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live 
a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself 
as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 THE MESSAGE 
 Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior 
from their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and 
learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but 
extravagant. He didn't love in order to get something from us but to give everything of 
himself to us. Love like that.  
 
Imitate God in everything you do.   That’s a pretty tall order, isn’t it?  We can’t be like 
God.  God is far “above” anything He has created including human beings.   
 
Millard Erickson wrote: 
“There will always be a difference between God and humans…. Salvation consists in 
God’s restoring us to what He intended us to be, not elevating us to what He is.” 
 
A. W. Tozer in his book, “Knowledge of the Holy” said this:  
“We must not think of God as highest in an ascending order of beings starting with 
the single cell, then the fish, then the bird, then the animal, then man and angels… 
and God…. We must grant God transcendence in the fullest meaning of that word.  
He’s wholly other.  He breaks all the categories of being and knowledge.”   
 
When we think of God, His power, His majesty, His holiness, we can’t compare 
ourselves with Him, He is so much greater that we.  We can’t compare our 
knowledge to God’s; we can’t even figure God out.  He is beyond human knowing.  
When we contemplate God, really contemplate, really meditate on His otherness, His 
greatness, His transcendence, we can only bow before Him in “awesome wonder” 
and serve Him as the Supreme Being and Center of the universe.   
 
So what is Paul talking about when he tells us to imitate God?  Well, he goes on to 
explain when he says (v2a), “Live a life filled with love.”  Oh, well that makes sense, 
because God is love.  So, we are to imitate God’s love.  Imitating God has something 
to do with the way we relate to others.   
 
When God created human beings … we read in:    

     
Genesis 1:26a, 27 
Then God said, "Let us make human beings in our image, to be like ourselves…." So 
God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 



 
Who is God talking to when He says, “Let US make…in OUR image, to be like 
OURSELVES”?  Who is He talking to?  He was the only one there!  What we see here 
in the very beginning of the Bible the Christian teaching of the Trinity, of one God 
revealed in three distinct persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God is not only one, but 
a family of persons.  Within God or the Godhead is a community; a  triune family of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are one in will and purpose, love and righteousness.  I 
told you we can’t figure God out, I told you He is a Being so much greater than us that 
He is beyond human understanding.   
 
If God is an eternal community of three persons in heaven, then isn’t it possible that we, 
as we relate together in this world have the opportunity and ability to provide a glimpse 
of the relational life of the Trinity?  Let me go further and suggest that we were created, 
designed to reveal something about how the eternal God relates by the way we relate. 
We are called to relate in a way that reveals God and the way He loves.  God both 
invites us to Him for rest and moves toward us to impact our lives… we are to love like 
that.   
 
Paul calls us God’s dear children.  Just as children learn from and imitate their parents, 
so we are to imitate our Father in Heaven.  We were created in the image of God.  God 
is our example, but wouldn’t it be better for us if God became human, the perfect 
human, to show us by example what humans should be?  That’s exactly what He did! – 
In Jesus Christ.  And so, Paul goes on to say (middle v2b) “following the example of 
Christ.”  Jesus is both God and man; we cannot become gods, but we can be like the 
man Jesus.    
 
And what is the example of Christ that we are to follow? (last part of v2c), “He loved us 
and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.  
 
Following the example of Christ has to do with sacrificially offering ourselves for others, 
it has to do with forgiveness, because you can’t love continually unless you forgive 
continually,  and it has to do with bringing glory to God.  
 
Here is what Peter had to say about Christ being our example:   

 
1 Peter 2:21 
 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for 
you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. 
 
Whoa, wait a minute… could it be that the Bible is telling us to love in the way we relate 
to others, even when we are being treated badly… and by doing so we will not only 
reveal something unique of God’s relational character, but we will please God and bring 
glory to Him?   Wow!   
 
I have to tell you that I really desire to do that.  I didn’t always desire to do that.  Before I 
knew Jesus, before He gave me His Spirit, I lived like He didn’t matter.  I knew about 



Jesus, but He wasn’t my role model.  Without the Spirit of Christ in us selfishness is the 
primary energy in the human soul.  Scratch beneath the surface of most words and 
actions and you will discover a motive of concern for our own well being, and a 
commitment to use others, even God, for self-centered purposes.  In other words, “it’s 
all about us.   
     
Psalms 51:5 
For I was born a sinner— yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 

 
Not a popular concept today, but that’s what God’s Word says.  I didn’t say it, God said 
it.  And experience proves it.  It is much easier to be bad than it is to be good.     
 
As a matter of fact, at one time that’s how I lived, I wanted to be bad.  Until I realized 
that I needed a change; a new way to live, a solution… and a solution was offered and 
received.     
         
Ephesians 2:1-5, 8-10 
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to 
live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the 
powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to 
obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and 
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God's anger, just 
like everyone else. 
 
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead 
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by 
God's grace that you have been saved!)…God saved you by his grace when you 
believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward 
for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God's 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago. 

 
Romans 4:7-8 

 "Oh, what joy for those 
whose disobedience is forgiven, 
whose sins are put out of sight. 

 Yes, what joy for those 
whose record the LORD  has cleared of sin." 
(See Psalm 32:1-2) – Amen! 

 
So I accepted the sacrifice of Christ for my sin, I accepted this gift of forgiveness, and 
of eternal life; I admitted my sinful lifestyle, I was willing to turn from my selfishness, 
and I asked Jesus to come in and cleanse my soul.   
 
Then I began to love everyone perfectly all the time, right? NOT!  



Perhaps, like me you can relate to the problem that Paul had… (See part 2 - October 
6, 2013)                 


