
05-11-14 True Peace With God 
(Grace Through One Man) 
Romans 5:1-11… 
 
"Peace has to be created, in order to be maintained. It is the product of 
Faith, Strength, Energy, Will, Sympathy, Justice, Imagination and the 
triumph of principle. It will never be achieved by passivity and quietism. 
Passivity and quietism are invitations to war." 
 
There was a widow who had “Rest In Peace” put on her husband’s 
tombstone. When she found out that he left her out of his will, she 
had added, “TILL I COME.” 
 
 
Please find Romans chapter 5 – while I give you a little background…  
 
Romans is a great book – written by Paul and preserved for our 
benefit because he didn’t get to visit this city when he wanted to, so 
he wrote to them instead.  Eventually, he visited there and even died 
there, but first, he wrote this great letter that we still read and learn 
from today.  Rome was the capital city – a gentile city, steeped in 
gentile beliefs and rituals.  News of Jesus Christ reached this city 
through many who fled Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus or perhaps after Pentecost went back to their 
home city and continued to meet together.  They spread the Good 
news the best they could, and the church in Rome was formed. 
 
There was no apostolic influence or guidance.  Paul was burdened 
for this fledgling group to teach them the basic tenets of true faith in 
Jesus – the theology of the Christian faith.  He was best qualified to 
relate to them. 
 
Paul was a Roman citizen – born in Tarsus, a Roman city. 
Paul was a Pharisee in Judaism – knowledgeable in the Jewish Law. 
Paul was miraculously converted on the road to Damascus by Jesus. 
Paul received his theology by direct revelation from the Holy Spirit.  
Paul was called to evangelize the Gentiles by Jesus Christ. 
Paul wanted to visit Rome to preach and teach there, but couldn’t. 
Paul was arrested and sentenced to trial – he appealed to Caesar. 
Paul finally got to go to Rome to face trial and then be martyred there.   



 
But before he went, he wrote this wonderful book to the church in 
Rome filled with Christian theology and hope.  It was all part of God’s 
plan.  We have this letter to study today because Paul was prevented 
from visiting Rome personally for a long time.  The first 11 chapters 
are all theology and a little hard to digest.  Romans 5 is one of my 
favorite chapters that we will look at today. He speaks about true 
Peace with God.  
 
 
“PEACE is the brief, glorious moment in history when everybody 
stands around reloading.”     (Lloyd Cory, Quote Unquote) 
 
READ  Rom. 5:1-11 (NIV) 

Peace and Hope 

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this 
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only 
so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 
from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 

There are two key words in this passage that help us understand the 
impact of what Paul was teaching them and us today.   
 
Theological dictionary definitions… 
 



Justification [N] [B] 
a forensic term, opposed to condemnation. As regards its nature, it is 
the judicial act of God, by which he pardons all the sins of those who 
believe in Christ, and accounts, accepts, and treats them as righteous 
in the eye of the law, i.e., as conformed to all its demands. In addition 
to the pardon (q.v.) of sin, justification declares that all the claims of 
the law are satisfied in respect of the justified. The law is declared to 
be fulfilled in the strictest sense; and so the person justified is 
declared to be entitled to all the advantages and rewards arising from 
perfect obedience to the law ( Romans 5:1-10 ). 
 
Reconciliation 
a change from enmity to friendship. It is mutual, i.e., it is a change 
wrought in both parties who have been at enmity. 
 
It refers to a change wrought in the personal character of the sinner 
who ceases to be an enemy to God by wicked works, and yields up to 
him his full confidence and love. In 2 Corinthians 5:20 the apostle 
beseeches the Corinthians to be "reconciled to God", i.e., to lay aside 
their enmity. 
 
Romans 5:10 refers not to any change in our disposition toward God, 
but to God himself, as the party reconciled. Romans 5:11 teaches the 
same truth. From God we have received "the reconciliation" (RSV), 
i.e., he has conferred on us the token of his friendship.  
 
 
PEACE – We now have Peace with God, which may differ from 
peaceful feelings such as calmness and tranquility.  Peace with God 
means that we have been reconciled with Him.  There is no more 
hostility between us, no sin blocking our relationship with Him.  Peace 
with God is possible only because Jesus paid the price for our sins 
through His death on the cross.  (Life Application Study Notes).  
 
Have you ever doubted your salvation in Christ?  I have at times.  
What’s with that?  Do we believe and then revert back to works?  
Jesus paid the price, did it all, why do we continuously second guess 
the grace of God.  We are saved, if we put our trust and faith in 
Jesus. Period.  I hope you will get a new grasp on this today.  
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/naves-topical-bible/justification.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/justification.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible/passage.aspx?q=Romans+5:1-10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/5-20.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/5-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/5-11.html


 
 
Sometimes we get rattled by circumstances that come our way. We 
also have some background issues from our past that crop up at just 
the wrong time.  I’m sure the enemy has a lot to do with that.   
 
We have to get a firm handle on our relationship with God in order to 
experience true peace in all situations – no matter wheat happens.  
 
By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do for 
us – set us right with Him, make us fit for Him – we have it all 
together with God because of our Master Jesus.   (The Message) 
 
 
“We have it all together with God”  Is the way I’ve translated the 
phrase, “peace with God” in  verse 1 that appears in other 
translations.  
 
Peace isn’t the passive quality of not being bothered; it’s  the active 
life of being a participant in God’s work in His creation.  We say, 
“Give me a little peace.”  We say it to children who pester us, and we 
mean for them to stop their incessant interruptions and questions.  
The peace the world gives – if it gives any at all – is a removal, a 
subtraction of something from us, what amounts to a diminishing of 
life.  What Christ gives is an intensification, an increase, an addition 
to the lives we normally live.  The kind of peace Jesus offers is 
“[having] it all together with God.”  And when we have it all together 
with Him, it paves the way to having it all together with ourselves 
and with others.”   (Eugene Peterson – The Message Study Bible).  
 
We continue to shout out our praise even when we’re hemmed in 
with troubles…  
 
Do you experience this kind of peace?   Or only when things are 
going well for you, do you have peace? 
 
“PEACE is that calm of mind that is not ruffled by adversity, 
overclouded by a remorseful conscience, or disturbed by fear.” 
(Charles Swindoll’s Illustrations) 



 
<Art Class illustration> 
 
HORATIO SPAFFORD, a businessman in Chicago, sent his wife 
and three daughters to Europe by ship while he remained back 
in the States, intending to join them later.  En route there was a 
terrible storm and a shipwreck during which their three 
daughters drowned.  Mrs. Spafford made it to safety and wired 
back saying, “All of our daughters have been lost.  Only I have 
been saved.”  
He took the next vessel.  As they came near the place where his 
daughters drowned, the skipper of the ship pointed to the place 
where the other ship had gone down.  It was there on the deck of 
the ship he wrote these stirring words: 
 
  

When peace like a river attendeth my way,  
 When sorrows like sea billows roll;  
 Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,  
 It is well; it is well with my soul.   

(John Haggai, How to Win Over 
Worry) 

 
Can you relate to this?  Do you have this kind of peace with 
God?  I pray this for you and for me too.  I didn’t have this kind 
of peace years ago in my early walk with the Lord.  It’s the trials 
and circumstances that produce this kind of faith in us.  Faith is 
the key.  Our faith is what will give us the peace we need so we 
can get through the next situation and the next and finally even 
our death.   It’s a process! 
 
I want to look at our text again using the NLT and see how the 
translation is more relevant to our lives.  There’s something to 
be said for newer translations.  The Message is one example.  I 
would never have read it or used it from the pulpit before, but 
now I have gained a new appreciation for it.  
 
 
 
 



Rom. 5:1-11 in NLT… 

5 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by 
faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our 
Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought 
us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, 
and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s 
glory. 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance 
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to 
disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he 
has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right 
time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be 
willing to die for an upright person, though someone might 
perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 
8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 
for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been 
made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly 
save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship 
with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were 
still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of 
his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 
relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
us friends of God. 

 
This is one of those passages everyone should go back to regularly 
and refresh our confidence in this great salvation we have from God.   
“Because of our faith” we have been brought to “this place of 
undeserved privilege.” 
 
We will all face problems and trials, but how will we face them?  Each 
situation will add to our faith and overall benefit in Christ if we go 
through them knowing what this passage tells us about building in us 
a more confident hope of salvation.  And our faith grows. 



 
Do you think of yourself as a friend of God?  That’s what Jesus has 
done for us – He made us friends of God.  As His friends, we have 
benefits.  We have confidence in our salvation; we have confidence in 
His love for us; we have confidence in the Holy Spirit within us 
revealing God’s love to us.  We have been justified by faith and now 
experience the peace of God – or should.  Do you have that kind of 
peace?  You can.  
 
So many people I know say, “Yes! I understand.”  Then they walk in 
life as though they never heard these words.  You have to apply and 
believe by the Word of God, and not just hear it and go on with life as 
before.   
 
I’ll end with a story about my mom as an example of a Godly woman 
and someone who had true peace with God.  …  
 
Mom’s cancer story – EOL here… 


	Peace and Hope

