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The Challenge of Prayer 

Text:  Exodus 33: 7 -11 

Opening premise:  God is up to something when it comes to your life and life of others – 
Prayer is a major part of this  

My father-in-law Fred Fisher went on to be with the Lord two weeks ago.  Violet and Fred 
would have celebrated their 68th anniversary this Monday.   But the Lord couldn’t didn’t want to 
wait any longer for Fred’s company.   

He was never a wealthy man in financial terms but to hear the testimonials offered at his funeral 
his life was a great success in the only things in life that mattered.    

Fred and Violet were people who believed in the power of prayer because they knew what it 
could do.  Daniel’s testimony of his grandfather brought down the place – not dry eye …  

The Challenge of Prayer   Excuses:  no time – distractions – I’m a doer more than a prayer –   

What if …  we could have lived in Jesus day … they didn’t have to pray  … they could sit at 
his feet - the disciples, Mary, Martha and Lazarus … what an advantage!   

Luke 6:12  At about that same time he climbed a mountain to pray. He was there all night in 
prayer before God. The next day he summoned his disciples; from them he selected twelve he 
designated as apostles:  

No we’re the ones with the advantage.   How often did Mary and Lazarus get to sit with 
Jesus?  Didn’t Lazarus die because Jesus wasn’t there?   

How hard was it for people to get to Jesus in press of the crowds?   Jesus had physical limitations 
of a human body – He could only be in one place at a time, then … but not now!   

We have double power Jesus at right hand of the Father making intercession for the prayers that 
the Holy Spirit directs us to pray 

We’re invited to pray, to come into the presence 24/7  

More than anything else God wants to hear from you! 

Consider these verses:   

Psalm 23:6  “Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life …” (NLT) 

John 4:23  “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.”  (ESV) 
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Rev 3:20  “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my voice, and opens the 
door, I will come in to him, and will eat with him, and he with me.” (KJ 2000) 

Prayer is the most powerful force in the universe.   It should be our first line of defense 
– But instead its often our last resource.  When all else fails … Pray  

 “You can do more after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have 
prayed.”  John Bunyan 

What is prayer?    

Quiz on prayer.  Exclude the items that aren’t part of prayer. 

Ready? 

• Quiet meditation – no speaking 
• Giving thanks  
• Petitioning God with requests  
• Praise and Worship  
• Making time just to be alone with God 
• Seeking  direction 
• Intercessory prayer  
• Searching for God’s Will 
• Asking for forgiveness 
• Making a promise or commitment 
• Questioning God about situations or circumstances  
• Asking God to bless you 
• Calling on God in a desperate moment 
• Listening for His still small voice 
• Thinking  about God throughout the day 
• Continuing to seek God even though there is no evidence of change 

If you couldn’t find anything to eliminate its ok, all of them constitute some form of prayer. 

Text:  Exodus 33: 7 -11 (The Message) 

7-10 Moses used to take the Tent and set it up outside the camp, some distance away. He called it 
the Tent of Meeting. Anyone who sought GOD would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the 
camp. It went like this: When Moses would go to the Tent, all the people would stand at 
attention; each man would take his position at the entrance to his tent with his eyes on Moses 
until he entered the Tent; whenever Moses entered the Tent, the Pillar of Cloud descended to the 
entrance to the Tent and GOD spoke with Moses. All the people would see the Pillar of Cloud at 
the entrance to the Tent, stand at attention, and then bow down in worship, each man at the 
entrance to his tent. 
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11 And GOD spoke with Moses face-to-face, as neighbors speak to one another. When he would 
return to the camp, his attendant, the young man Joshua, stayed—he didn’t leave the Tent.   

Did you catch the part of verse 11, it’s easy to miss? … Commentary suggestion  

When Moses left - Joshua didn’t!  

In the Tent of Meeting – Ultimate place of (Prayer) filled with Shekinah Glory  (The people 
kneeled at door of their tents in reverent prayer – but Joshua was in the tent with  Moses)  When 
Moses left Joshua didn’t … I believe he wanted more from God! 

Joshua wanted from God what God wants most to give to us … and it can’t be gotten any other way 
other than spending time with Him …PRAYER  

Lygon Stevens was an experienced mountaineer.  By the time she was 20 she had scaled four of 
the Andes peaks in Ecuador and 39 of Colorado’s highest mountains.    

 “I climb because I love the mountains,” she said, “and I meet God there.”  This was one way she 
prayed and met with God! 

In 2008, she tragically lost her life in an avalanche - her brother survived, he couldn’t find her.  
Only her prayer journal was found containing poems and prayers Lygon had with God.  

Caution: I Am Weird by Lygon Stevens 

I fast because I’m hungry I run because I am thirsty I die every day because I want to live, I lead 
because I follow I give everything away to become rich I am weak and broken so that I will be 
strong I see more when my eyes are closed - I’m in love with someone I haven’t seen - I love the 
unlovely I am honored when people mock me - I embrace these foolish things to become wise I 
will walk whole heartily out on any limb He requires, because even if He lets it break, He can 
teach me to fly. 

God is now using the prayers recorded her journal to impact lives, even after her death 

Prayer is a double edged sword  

It impacts the things and people we pray for - it shapes and molds the one who prays   

Skyler and Shea and the 5 second hill … But much bigger hills await!  

How many of you are sitting out there this morning with abilities and gifts that you have never 
used because you haven’t yet discovered them?  

David and Goliath … Didn’t know until the moment arose – but God was preparing him in 
shepherd’s fields watching over flock of sheep with lots of time to pray and meditate …  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
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The heart of prayer is prayer from the heart    (Daily Bread) 

Father is seeking above all else … An open heart can be directed by His Spirit  

That’s what Joshua had when he stayed behind God’s presence - it’s what God desires from you 
it begins and ends with prayer 

Revelation 3:20  

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

Let’s Pray  
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