
February 7, 2016 
“The Potter and the Clay”     
Jeremiah 18:1-6 
The LORD gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, "Go down to the potter's shop, 
and I will speak to you there." So I did as he told me and found the potter working at his 
wheel. But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it into 
a lump of clay again and started over. 
 
Then the LORD gave me this message: "O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has 
done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand.  
 
When I started dating my wife she was 14 years old.  In high school she took an art 
class.  If you know my wife that’s pretty funny (that she took an art class).  In this 
particular class she was learning to work with clay.  No matter what she set out to make 
it usually ended up to be an ash tray for me (everyone know what an ash tray is?  Do 
they still have ash trays?). I took art in school, but I never worked with clay (although 
Ann had a project to sculpture a face, and I did it for her.  I think it was the only A she 
got in the class! Just kidding.).    
 
It’s not easy to work with clay and although I never took a class I do know a few things 
about working with clay.  I know that before you start you have to knead the clay, much 
like you would do with dough.  I believe it is called wedging.  You have to wedge the 
clay in order to work out all the air pockets that might be in the clay.  If you don’t, it will 
explode when you put your finished sculpture or pottery in the kiln – an oven for drying 
or baking the pottery.  
 
 I had a friend in school who was a great artist with any medium.  One time he did this 
wonderful sculpture with clay of John Lennon.  It was really incredible.  The next time I 
saw him in class I asked him how it came out.  He told me that in the kiln John Lennon 
exploded – he blew his mind out in a kiln.  I think I felt worse than my friend, but that 
happened because he didn’t work the clay hard and long enough to get all the air 
pockets out of it.   
 
After the clay is worked to remove the air it is formed into a ball and thrown on to the 
potter’s wheel.  The potter then begins working the clay (as we saw in the video) to 
make sure it is centered on the wheel.  It is important that the potter centers the clay.  If 
it isn’t it will wobble and the vessel will be wobbly too or even unstable.  The potter also 
(as shown in the video) has to add water to the clay to keep it pliable and so it will 
remain workable.  
 
An experience potter can make some amazing, beautiful, and useful vessels.   
 
Jeremiah was known as the “Weeping Prophet.”  His ministry as a prophet of God was  
during the reigns of the final 5 kings of Judah, right up until the time Babylon destroyed  
the city.  Jeremiah tried to warn God’s people, but he did not have it easy.  He was 
beaten, imprisoned, thrown into a muddy cistern, and his writings were cut up and 



burned.  Yet, while he sometimes wept he also always remained faithful to the Lord.  
Through him God gave the promise of establishing a new covenant, fulfilled by the shed 
blood of Jesus.   
 
Under the old covenant people had to keep the law particularly the 10 commandments 
and that was expanded to more and more rules and laws.  It was impossible to keep 
these laws and so a sacrificial system was put in place.  An innocent lamb would be 
sacrificed for the sins of the people.  This had to be done over and over again.  But 
under the new covenant Jesus, The Lamb of God was sacrificed once and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
      
Unlike those other high priests, he (Jesus) does not need to offer sacrifices every day. 
They did this for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did 
this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the people's sins. 
 - Hebrews 7:27 
 
Sometimes when we think of a prophet we think of someone who tells the future.  A 
prophet might do that, Jeremiah warned about future captivity.  But a prophet is mainly 
someone who receives a word from God and shares that message.  In a sense we all 
must go to whomever God sends us and speak whatever He tells us from His Word.  
We must know His Word, the Bible, then live it and share it.   
 
As a prophet this is what Jeremiah did.  He would hear a message from God then give 
God’s message to whomever God would send him.   
 
One day the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah, He said, “Go down to the potter’s 
house and I will speak to you there.”  
 
One day the Lord said to me, “Go down to the Potter’s house.”  Well, we had an elderly 
couple in the church, the Potter’s.  So I went down to their house.  When I got there I 
found Mr. Potter rocking back and forth in his chair.  I said, “What are you doing, Lou?”  
He said, “I’ve been trying to get out of this chair for the last 20 minutes.  This must be 
why God sent me here.  Mr. potter needs help getting out of this chair to do something 
very important that he couldn’t get out of the chair to do.  So, I said, “Oh, well let me 
help you.”  So I went over grabbed Mr. Potter under his arm and said, “Ready, one, two, 
three…” and I got him up.  Then I said, “Where did you want to go?”  And he said, “… I 
don’t know.”   
  
Jeremiah did as the Lord told him, went to the potter’s house, and found the potter 
working at his wheel.  He noticed that the jar the potter was making did not turn out as 
he had hoped, so he pushed it down into a lump of clay again and started over.  Notice 
that when the vessel did not turn out as he had hoped the potter didn’t throw it away.    
Then the LORD gave Jeremiah this message (v6):  
"O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the  
potter's hand, so are you in my hand.  
 



And we quickly recognize that this story of the potter and the clay has powerful, spiritual 
implications.  God is The Potter, Israel is the clay and even the wheel can represent the 
circumstances or the process of life.  So every person and nation is involved, not just 
Israel, because God has a purpose for every person and nation.  You are the clay in the 
hands of the Potter or in the hands of God.  The lesson teaches the sovereignty of God: 
can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay?  But it also teaches the free will 
that we have.  We see this in the response of the clay which went against the purpose 
of the potter.         
 
The reference to clay in the hands of the potter is made in other verses in the Bible:  
 
"What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator. 
Does a clay pot argue with its maker? 
Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it, saying, 
'Stop, you're doing it wrong!' 
Does the pot exclaim, 
'How clumsy can you be?' - Isaiah 45:9 
 
As I said I never worked with clay on a potter’s wheel, but I don’t know of anyone who 
does work with clay who ever said that the clay told them what it wanted to be.   
 
We are clay with a will and although God may have wonderful plans for your life, you 
may never see those plans because of your own free will.  But God will never give up on 
you.  He may have to be a little rough with you to get out all the “air pockets” or pockets 
of hidden things in your life so that you will be ready for what He wants to do with you.  
He may have to break you down and bring you back to square one in order to start over.  
He may have to “add water” to keep you moldable.  But He will never throw you away.   
 
Today I want to talk to you about clay that the potter can do nothing with.  
 
1. Clay that is hard and dry. 
You may have been soft and moldable and pliable at one time.  But over a period of 
time there are those who allow their spiritual life to dry up.    
 
A life becomes hard, and dry. Nothing can penetrate.  There are people who can come 
to church, hear the word preached, but none of it has any effect on their lives any more.  
It is like the seed that falls on hard soil, that Jesus talked about – a hard heart and the 
devil is able to take away the seed or the Word before it can take root.  They have 
closed themselves off to spiritual truth. The master potter can no longer shape the pot to 
his liking. 
 
There is only one way for clay like this to be used again, it must be completely crushed, 
and the process of molding must start all over again.  God is trying to break your will so 
you will come home. 
 
2. The next kind of clay God cannot use is clay that lacks moisture. 



Clay that lacks moisture is clay that can’t be shaped or used. The clay is just soft 
enough to exist, but not soft enough to be moldable for the potters use. 
 
This is the place many believers are at today. They have just enough of a relationship 
with God to know they are saved and forgiven. They do just enough to make sure they 
will be saved when that times comes. 
     
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ. 
 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, 
jewels, wood, hay, or straw. But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work 
each builder has done. The fire will show if a person's work has any value. If the work 
survives, that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will 
suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a 
wall of flames. - 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
 
There are many believers who are not allowing, perhaps have never allowed The Potter 
to mold them. They invested their lives into temporary worldly things. They invested in 
bringing satisfaction to themselves here on earth. 
 
These folk go to church, they love God, they believe in salvation, they participate in 
worship. But that’s as far as it goes, they never surrender their will to God. 
 
God can do nothing with you because you won’t soften up enough to be used. 
You might say, “I want to be more moldable, what should I do?”  Let me ask you a 
question, “what makes clay soft? WATER!”   
 
All through scripture the Holy Spirit is referred to as water.   
    
Anyone who believes in me (Jesus) may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, 
'Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.'" (When he said "living water," he was 
speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. - John 7:38-39 
 
If you want to become soft you must allow the Holy Spirit to work on you. You must 
begin yielding your life to Him. 
 
You must listen to conviction, you must be willing to give up your will to the potter. 
When I watch people worship you can visibly see those who are soft, you can see that 
they are yielded vessels. 
 
If you want to be softened you must say Lord come and begin to pour your Holy Spirit 
over me and take control of my life. 
 
One way you can see whether or not you fit into this category is by answering this one 
question. (What do I do for the Kingdom of God?) The more yielded one is the more one 
does something for the Kingdom. 
 



3. The third clay God cannot use is clay with hidden air (sin). 
It is like that sculpture of Lennon that my friend made.  I can show you a vessel that 
went through every process just fine. The potter threw it on the wheel and completed 
the pot.  It looks beautiful, but the final test always tells the potter whether or not the 
clay was pure. Only fire can reveal the last defect. Every now and then some clay has 
hidden air pocket. You cannot see them or feel them, but when the potter puts the clay 
in to the fire it heats up and the air trapped in between expands and explodes the vessel 
made of clay. 
 
It’s no different with us.  Many Christians appear like they have it all together. They 
know all of the right words to say, they may even be involved in ministry.   
 
To look at these people you might think that person loves God. They look like a finished 
vessel. But those individual know that deep in their lives there are some hidden pockets 
of sin that they have not exposed to anyone. 
 
No one else can see them but they are there. It’s called hidden sin. It could be anything. 
(Lust, pride, lack of integrity, anger, drinking) 
 
When God begins to turn up the fire the hidden things are revealed.  If they are not 
revealed now they will be.   
 
God has His ways of turning up the fire in our lives because He loves you.  If you have 
hidden sin you are a vessel God cannot use until you confess it and turn from it. 
         
Finally, I confessed all my sins to you 
and stopped trying to hide my guilt. 
I said to myself, "I will confess my rebellion to the LORD." 
And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone. - Psalms 32:5 
 
People who conceal their sins will not prosper, 
but if they confess and turn from them, they will receive mercy. - Proverbs 28:13 
 
Hidden sin is nothing to play with. This is why Jesus constantly called the Pharisees 
hypocrites. Because on the outside, they looked like a polished vessel, but on the inside 
they were full of hidden sin. 
 
Maybe you have fooled everyone around you, let me say you may have but you will 
never fool God.  But here is God’s promise:     
 
If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But  
if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse  
us from all wickedness. - 1 John 1:8-9 
 
God want to mold you into a vessel that will give you purpose and give Him glory.  Put  
your life in the hands of The Potter.   


